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WHAT WOULD SHAKESPEARES CHARACTERS DO

I THEY WERE
_ NERE TODAY

. \aaSFo &Y

M55 MAEA VIVALA
AND

AR THLR SHERSTAN =

E AL admire tha & Romeo Lo clint the pardsn wall 1o sigl

Shakeapearcan play dar the balcony of his Juliet In 1||-..

soma of us amre fong ' 9AY Il any young man were found

of It: those of us who H':_I:F\‘_ :‘i”_" "‘:::fl"":"l‘f-"r‘* ,‘Im.?‘ .',I:I; '\.-I. ', r‘..
¥ oun nd v wh

Are not, dare not ¢on- he had never been introdu ed, e wonuld be amr

fess It. We know thar Tested ax w ""Peoping Tom and, If he tald
the truth, be woull Le sent o the oliservatlin

In tha great bard's
ward of the Clty Mospliinl

works are geins and Hut there are modern Rorieos a1 il Juillers

jewels of philosophy and wit, and beantiful  although more

conventionanl than the Unples
thoughts such ns are found nowhere else. We jair of Veronn seme hundreds of vears paat
admire the wonderful imaginetion, the colorful And If Shakosrpeare wore living todny he would
weave of his romances and the masterly de- lrnow just what to do with them
lineation of character Wea know that he Is Instead of lstenlngy from m  DLaleon 1
the master poet and dramatist of all timey ‘“Romeo's" siching, the falr *Juliet WO
There s no other worthy to be classed with slp out Nomne evenlig sl o joy rviding wit

him For centurles he has stood alone, and him. or she would meet Him ar the corner dr
so it will he In the conturies to come For cen #tore or cafe and eat lee cream or drink wir
turies tha .‘;]ml.rsprnr!'nﬁ has heen the stand- If she were as uncanventional as the Inss ¢
ard of drama In every portion of the civillzed Yerona her father probably  would
globe. He was born In England, but he be- 10 the excilse commissioner that his
longs (o0 no one country or age The warid 16, had been freauenting cnfes e 1
claimas him Wa all admire his works, and would be a powerful politielon and would hava
yot— Influence onough to close the eafs which soll
If Bhakeapenars weres alive todayv; if he wers drinks to his dnaghter The affalr would g
unknown, If none of his plays had been read 0 The pupers and creats cansiderabl
or producad, what then? This would be the natural trend of events

Waould he have any troubls getting a man- Iar a= the real “Jullet” wern concerned, but the
pger to put on HMamlet, or Romeo and Juliet. moilern  “Juliet” would act different! She
or Jultus Caesar, or Othello, or Twelfth Night wouldn't be near so unconventional as “Jullet
or Morchant of Venlca® Capulet.” She might o jovriding and s

Or, {f he had the money or hacking tn pro- might slip away some afternoon and go te
fuce tha plays himealf, would the public take Puburban town with “Nemen” and be murrie
te them? secretly But there'd be no s=leeping potlon

Think over thess two queries or stuff ltka that, and the play would e:4d

“Put a punch Into {t. Make it snappy. Tha happlly. “Romen’ and “Farta™ might have a
public wants excltement In big doses. Smash ‘ern  fist ARht over “Julfet.” but It wouldn't be over
botween the oves’' These ars the rules which her desd body. Modern sweathenrts bellevs

govern the lteraturs and drama of today. It there nre plenty of others, an evidenced by 1y

ia the lterature and drama which the publie divorce courts 1t was considersd eminenti
demands, and what the publle demands it proper In Bhakespenre's time for various no
gets, families and thelr followers to geot out in th

There nre producers perfectly willing to put #trects and Nght. bot now our best famille
on Shakespearean plays if the publle will sup. &are not suppossad 1o do this  There would hava
port them. The producers are more than will- 1o he consldarable chanzes made in the plot
ing: for they don't have to pay any rovalties of tha lovera of Veronn, but 1t eould he do
on  such prr.u:nrt.'m-_u and the rovalty is one oasily

of the largest axpenan ltems of the producer And how ahout the Merchant of Venlee™ 7T
Dut gettine bnek to the original query it modern “Shylock”™ would absolutsly refuse tr
Ehakespears were allve today how would he he made the goal You wenldn't find hi
write hin playsT There Is little doubt hut what tottering out of the Court=nor A brolten win
he would he Influenced by the trend of modera The modern “"Shelock™  wonld 1 the ¢ns
liternture He couldn®t help 1t Therefore he and he watld Ve B A ‘ resennsg far gh
would write In the veln of the present day, Just appenl Thy wasn't properiv gualifs
as he wraote in the vein of his own day the udge war prejudiced, which could Le easiiy
But how would his characters bo transformed proven and the jud was nowomnan Thens
inte modern personages? are only a few of the grounds for an Apness ]
Easy enough You will firsd the prototype And then there would have to he numerops l
of “Julia.” *Portia.” *Viela,” *“Jullus Cacsar,' other changes 'n thizs delizghtiul playv. Fin
“Desdemona,” “Tago" and hundreds of others instnnee. ' Passanle.” in modern fe. would be ; ‘i I'L’.l'_b['n]t 111_ : .IL'.' Q L.:_:_l '._il,_ ilI\-
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And. frankly, thers wouldn't Y& much chancs

for “tthello’” and the gentle “Desdemo

Johius Caesar” would ro fine Shakaspe
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¢ and JOOVAL UWITER - i theme. “There e votiteal
: oney. 2etlers, LUt Jullus Che=snr 14 - N
.. f them afl The Eulfing of i pol othe
.‘I naliticiorns s as old tolitios | |t
1] K brutp=. the Ettinoth Antaon the
“The modern Shylock would caimly in orm Judee P rtia that he w uld apneal the case.” . hon Capea e “woileh Casmior an
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“Romeo and Juliet would be j\)}'-l‘ldEIS

would & @ prrupring farve with few <hanges of Lhe wome
apt in tox1 “Rosalind” was a rather romautio girl, dug
[l adorn version of Memsure for Meusurea abe alwaysx appearsed 1o hava nore common
W I take, among that class of patron acnse thian Lhe other Shakespearcan lassiss who
viters who don't dre how slrong toak to men's clothes, In the modern vorsion
riuma Is served up the and *i would probubly go out West
The Taming of the Shrew o modorin sl and buy A ranch, and “Oriando,’ ‘Judgues'”
raundings would take well, especially with and the rest of the male chinracters of As Yoo
e f i ' I theje v Like 1t would reslde on & nelghbarlng ranch.
have o be gumerous olangss prause the the fhevy m even g0 1o the Mexican border
‘lur eaee more (o the fomple of the species wnd a brush with Mexican bapdits would fur-
thu the mals Felruchip £ a wort of "'rouEn uish some excllemant.
usd 1 tink the way Shekespearse would Timua «f Athens, of- course; would be casy
' s the Uhetnis L modern " would Le i ite modern sstting. Timon™ s conunon in
Kathharivin' 10 nooand sdmindut midera e, snd so are *Lucis,” Lueulluse'”
" L of | i ivillzation her rip-roar Semprontous’” and  “Ventidlun™ No troubls
ing maote That would probably catch the fancy with  that play. |




